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The Squirrel’s Gift (Ramayana)

Story (8 lines)

Lord Rama’s army of monkeys was lifting huge boulders to build a bridge to
Lanka. A tiny squirrel saw them and wanted to help. She rolled in the sand,
then ran to the bridge and shook off tiny grains of sand. A monkey laughed
and threw her away. Rama picked her up gently and said, “She has the
heart of a giant.” He stroked her back, leaving three stripes as a blessing.

Moral: No help is too small when given with love.

Lesson Inside: You don’t need to be big or powerful to make a difference. Even small
actions matter.

Vocabulary: Boulders — very large rocks or stones.
Phrases to Remember: “She has the heart of a giant.”

Say It Right: Lanka — Lung-kaa



Shabari’s Berries (Ramayana)

Story (6 lines):

Shabari was an old tribal woman who waited years for Lord Rama to visit
her. She collected wild berries from the forest. Before offering them to
Rama, she tasted each one to make sure it was sweet. When Rama arrived,
Lakshmana saw the half-eaten berries and felt disgusted. But Rama smiled,
ate every berry, and said, “l don’t want gold. | want your love.”

Moral: God loves your love, not your luxury.

Lesson Inside: What you give from your heart matters more than how expensive or
perfect it is.

Vocabulary: Tribal — belonging to a forest community.
Phrases to Remember: “I don't want gold. I want your love.”

Say It Right: Shabari — Shub-aa-ree



Ekalavya’s Thumb (Mahabharata)

Story (8 lines):

Ekalavya wanted to learn archery, but Guru Dronacharya refused to teach
him because he was a forest boy. Ekalavya made a clay statue of Drona and
taught himself. He became better than anyone. One day, Drona saw him
and said, “Give me your right thumb as my fee.” Ekalavya cut it off without a
single tear. Krishna later said, “Ekalavya’s name is still remembered. Drona’s
is not.”

Moral: Giving with a full heart makes you immortal, not your skills.

Lesson Inside: Respect for your teacher isimportant, but self-respect and dedication
are equally valuable.

Vocabulary: Archery — the sport of shooting arrows with a bow.
Phrases to Remember: “Ekalavya’s name is still remembered.”

Say It Right: Ekalavya — Aye-kaa-lav-yaa
Dronacharya — Dron-aa-char-yaa



Karna’s Last Moment (Mahabharata)

Story (9 lines):

On the last day of the great war, Karna’s chariot wheel sank into the mud.
He climbed down to lift it and asked Arjuna to wait. Krishna reminded Karna,
“You laughed when Draupadi cried for help. You called her a servant.” Karna
hung his head and said, “| know what | did was wrong. But | cannot break
my promise to my friend Duryodhana. Let me die with that one good thing.”
Arjuna waited only a moment.

Moral: Loyalty to a wrong friend can cost you everything.

Lesson Inside: Choose your friends carefully. Being loyal to someone who does bad
things makes you part of the problem.

Vocabulary: Chariot — a horse-drawn vehicle used in ancient wars.
Phrases to Remember: “I cannot break my promise to my friend.”

Say It Right: Karna — Kar-nuh / Arjuna — Ar-joo-nuh /
Duryodhana — Dur-yo-dhu-nuh



Ganesha and the Modak (Shiva Purana)

Story (7 lines):

Lord Shiva and Goddess Parvati announced a competition. “Whoever
circles the world and returns first will get this special modak (sweet),” Shiva
said. Kartikeya flew off on his peacock immediately. But Ganesha simply
walked around his parents seven times. “You have not circled the world!”
Kartikeya shouted. Ganesha smiled and said, “My parents are my whole
world. Circling them is circling everything.”

Moral: Your family is your first and most important world.

Lesson Inside: You don't have to go far to show love. The people closest to you
matter the most.

Vocabulary: Competition — a contest where people try to win something.
Phrases to Remember: “My parents are my whole world.”

Say It Right: Modak — Mo-dhak | Kartikeya — Kar-ti-keh-yaa |
Ganesha — Guh-nay-shaa
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Prahlada and the Pillar (Vishnu Purana)

Story (8 lines):

Prahlada was a little boy who loved Lord Vishnu. His father, the demon
king Hiranyakashipu, hated Vishnu. “If your god is everywhere,” the father
laughed, “is he inside this pillar?” Then he smashed the pillar with his mace.
Lord Vishnu appeared as Narasimha — half-man, half-lion — from inside
the broken pillar. The demon king fell. Prahlada bowed and said, “Il told you,
Father. God is everywhere.”

Moral: Faith is stronger than fear.

Lesson Inside: Even when everyone around you is wrong, standing up for what you
believe is right is brave.

Vocabulary: Demon — an evil or bad creature in stories.
Phrases to Remember: “God is everywhere.”

Say It Right:

Prahlada — Prah-laa-daa

Hiranyakashipu — Heer-un-yuh-kaa-shi-poo
Narasimha — Naa-raa-sim-haa



The Charioteer Who Was God

Story (7 lines):

Lord Krishna and Arjuna were best friends. In the great war, Arjuna did
not want to fight his own cousins. Krishna gave him the wisdom of the
Bhagavad Gita. “Fight for what is right, not for who is family,” Krishna said.
Arjuna listened and fought bravely. After the war, Arjuna said, “You were
my charioteer, but you were also my light.” Krishna smiled. “That is what
friends do.”

Moral: A true friend gives you courage, not just company.

Lesson Inside: Good friends don’t just agree with you. They help you see the truth
and do the right thing.

Vocabulary: Wisdom — knowing what is true and right.
Phrases to Remember: “That is what friends do.”

Say It Right: Arjuna — Ar-joo-nuh
Bhagavad Gita — Bhug-wuhd Gee-taa



Ravana and the Wise Message

Story (8 lines):
When Ravana kidnapped Sita, his own wife Mandodari came to him.
She said, “Return Sita to Rama. He is not an ordinary man. He is a god.”
Ravana’s brother Vibhishana also said, “This will destroy our entire family.”
But Ravana refused to listen to anyone. He said, “I am the king of Lanka. No
one can defeat me.” Months later, as Ravana lay dying on the battlefield,
he whispered, “I lost because | listened to my pride and ignored my wise
family.”
Moral: A wise person listens to good advice, even when it is hard to hear.

Lesson Inside: Having power means nothing if you do not listen to people who
care about you.

Vocabulary: Ignored — choosing not to listen or pay attention.
Phrases to Remember: “I lost because I listened to my pride.”

Say It Right: Mandodari — Man-do-daa-ree / Vibhishana — Vi-bhi-shaa-nuh



The Brave Eagle Jatayu

Story (9 lines):

When Ravana was flying away with Sita in his chariot, an old eagle named
Jatayu saw them. Jatayu was friends with King Rama'’s father. Even though
he was old and weak, he flew straight at Ravana. “Stop! You cannot take
her!” Jatayu cried. He fought the powerful demon with his beak and claws.
Ravana cut off Jatayu’s wings, but the brave eagle kept fighting until his
last breath. When Rama found Jatayu dying, he held the eagle in his arms
and said, “You will go to heaven for this noble deed.”

Moral: You are never too old or too small to stand up for what is right.

Lesson Inside: Courage is not about winning. It is about trying when no one else
will.

Vocabulary: Noble — showing very good moral qualities.
Phrases to Remember: “You are never too old to do the right thing.”

Say It Right: Jatayu — Jaa-taa-yoo



Krishna Lifts the Mountain

Story (8 lines):

The people of Vrindavan were scared. Indra, the god of rain, was sending
terrible storms to flood their village. Young Krishna looked at the giant
Govardhan mountain nearby. He walked up to it, lifted the entire mountain
on his little finger, and said, “Everyone come under this mountain.” All the
people and animals took shelter under it for seven days. Indra saw Krishna'’s
love for his people and stopped the storm. He bowed to the little boy.

Moral: True strength is using your power to protect others.

Lesson Inside: Being strong does not mean hurting others. It means keeping them
safe.

Vocabulary: Shelter — a safe place that protects you from danger.
Phrases to Remember: “Everyone come under this mountain.”

Say It Right: Vrindavan — Vrin-daa-van | Govardhan — Go-var-dhan
Indra — In-draa
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